
 

 

Fr. Francis Nigli, Pastor 
Contact 336-1602, ext. 257 

Fr. Paul Hoesing, Assistant Pastor 
Contact 336-1602, ext. 258 

MASS (St. Patrickôs) 
 Monday through Friday:  7 am 

ROSARY before weekday mass 

Saturday Morning:  8 am; Saturday Evening Vigil:  6 pm 

Sunday Morning:  8 am; 9:30; 11 am 

St. Joseph, Amelia ï Sunday Morning:  10:15 am 

RECONCILIATION  
 Wednesday ï Noon; Saturday ï 4:30 pm 

EMERGENCY/SURGERY/DEATH  
 For the Sacrament of the Sick call 336-1602 

PARISH STAFF 
Business Manager  

Alice Marx, ext. 253 

Liturgist  

 Steven Binkerd, ext. 263 

Stewardship & Development 

  Dorothy Tomjack, ext. 254 

Buildings & Maintenance Supervisors 

  Clark Gaughenbaugh & Clint Morrill 

Community Service Coordinator 

 Doris Filips, ext. 262 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION  
St. Maryôs Grade School  336-2664  

St. Maryôs High School  336-4455 

 Norman Hale, Principal , ext. 221 

 Religious Education Director 

 Georgia Blumenstock, ext. 261 

K-8 Religious Ed. Classes 

Youth Ministry  (Grades 9-12) 

First Communion/ First Reconciliation 

Confirmation   (TWO years preparation) 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
St. Patrickôs and St. Josephôs welcome you and invite you to register at 

the Parish Office, to become active in our parish family and to enroll 

your children in St. Maryôs, our Parish schools. Call 336-1602. 

MARRIAGE  
The Archdiocese requires registration, six months prior to marriage, 

to complete all the formalities and programs associated with marriage 

preparation. Call the parish office at 336-1602 before you set a date. 

DISCERNING A VOCATION to:  
Priesthood/Sister/Nun/ Brother/Monk ï Call Vocations  

Office: 402-558-3100 or 1-888-303-2484 

St. Patrickôs Catholic 

Church 
301 East Adams St.  ~  OõNeill, NE 68763 

402 -336 -1602  ~  Fax 402 -336 -1533  
E-mail:  patricks@morcomm.net  

 
 

St. Josephôs Catholic 



 
 

FEAST OF THE EXALTATION 
OF THE HOLY CROSS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Reliquary at the Church of the Holy Cross of Jerusalem in Rome 

which displays relics of the True Cross along with the inscription that 

was at the top of the Cross, "Jesus of Nazareth - King of the Jews"   

inscribed in Hebrew, Latin and Greek. (www.BobAndPennyLord.com)  

World wide Ministry of Evangelization through Communications Faithful to the Magisterium 

of the Roman Catholic Church. 

What is the origin and significance of this feast? (continued) 
 

 

                                                                 

 

September 14, 2008  
     Twenty fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Ponder  

       D - FAC  s . . .        
 
D ILOGUE - & FEAST ABUNDANTLY on CATHOLIC THEOLOGY &  SCRITURE 



 

 

 

 

September 14, 2008                                   Exultation of the Cross 

 

                                  Background  on  the  origins  of  the feast: ñAccording to Church documents, the Feast of the "Triumph of                

                                  the  Cross"  has been celebrated since the early days of the Catholic Church. In regards to the Holy Cross         

                                  Itself, when the Body of Jesus was removed from it, to prevent His followers from finding it, the Cross was   

                                  thrown in a ditch or well, and then covered with stones and earth. 
 

In 312 A.D., while Constantine the Great, who had not yet converted to Christianity, was in combat with Maxentius for the 

throne of the Roman Empire, he prayed to the Lord God of the Christians to help him in his battle. In answer to his prayer, a 

sign appeared in the sky. A luminous cross was seen with the words "IN THIS SIGN YOU WILL CONQUER" inscribed on it. 

Following this, Constantine won the battle over Maxentius. Indebted to God for his victory at the Milvian Bridge on October 

28, 312, Constantine commanded that the Sign of Christianity (the cross) be placed on the Roman standards and on the shields 

of all the soldiers. 
 

Then, on September 14, 326, St. Helena found in Jerusalem the True Cross on which Jesus was crucified. Relying upon the oral 

tradition of the faithful, Saint Helen found the precious Cross together with the crosses of the two thieves crucified with our 

Lord. However, Helen had no way of determining which was the Cross of Christ. With the healing of a dying woman who 

touched one of the crosses, Patriarch Macarius of Jerusalem identified the True Cross of Christ. Saint Helen and her court 

venerated the Precious and Life-Giving Cross along with many others who came to see this great Instrument of Redemption. 

The Patriarch mounted the ambo (pulpit) and lifted the Cross with both hands so that all of the people gathered could see it. 

The crowed responded with "Lord have mercy". This became the occasion of the institution in all of the Churches of the        

Exaltation of the Precious Cross, not only in memory of the event of the finding of the Cross, but also to celebrate how an    

instrument of shame was used to overcome death and bring salvation and eternal life. To commemorate the finding of the Holy 

Cross, Constantine dedicated two Churches upon Calvary, "Anastasis" and "Colgotha," both within the precincts of the 

Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Beginning in those days, the Feast of the "Exaltation of the Holy Cross" was commemorated 

annually on May 3rd. 
 

In 614, Chosroes II, the King of Persia, invaded Syria and Palestine, at which time he carried away many of the great       

treasures of Jerusalem, including the relic of the True Cross. In 629, Emperor Heraclius of Constantinople marched into     

Persia and recapture the True Cross, seeing to it that Heraclius piously bring it back to Jerusalem while being clothed in   

sackcloth of penance and barefoot. On September 14th, the Sacred Cross was restored to its place in the Church of the Holy 

Sepulchre in Jerusalem. To commemorate this victory, in the 7th century, the Church of Rome adopted the "Feast of the       

Exaltation of the Holy Cross" on September 14th.ò (www.catholicdoors.com; www.goarch.org)  

 

It was at the wood of the tree that Satan triumphed over Adam & Eve and sin entered into the world. Thereafter the wood of the 

tree would be used in Godôs divine purpose to save mankind from total self destruction. The wood of the Ark would save the 

righteous and obedient Noah and his family from the evil of the world. The Lord began His saving of the people from His     

appearance in a tree (burning bush) to Moses. Later Moses would use the cross with a serpent, by Godôs decree to save people 

who were bitten by poisonous snakes. Finally, the New Adam, Jesus, would save humanity and triumph over Satan, sin and 

death by embracing the wood of the cross and obediently allowing Himself to be crucified on it. 

We should glory in the cross of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, ... No Cross-No Glory!  

 
On a separate note: CONGRATULATIONS to Luann Shields, Sue Gallagher and Susie Kramer on their election to         

St. Maryôs School Board; and Brenda Podany, Ron Mejstrik and Gary Pistulka to the Pastoral Council. May the Lord 

guide them with His wisdom and love in their servant leadership to the school and parish. Blessings and thanks to all of 

our candidates on the ballot. 

Jesus demanded that anyone who would follow Him as His disciples had to take up the cross. At our baptism the very first     

action of the minister to the one seeking baptism is to mark the ósign of the crossô on the forehead of the person and claim the 

person for Christ. What does it mean? It means that every believer says a total ñyesò to actively take up the values of Jesus and 

way of life of the gospel and live by it and not by the values and the standards of the world, the devil and the flesh. May we 

embrace our spiritual battle armed with the cross before us to inspire us and the graces of the cross within us to strengthen and 

lead us. 

http://www.catholicdoors.com
http://www.goarch.org


 

 

               ~ Weekend of September 20 & 21 ~ 
 

 

SERVERS 
 

   6:00 pm Ben Parks & Kyle Pardun 

   8:00 am Caitlin & Ryan Podany  

   9:30 am Brad Reynoldson & Kylie Shoemaker  

 11:00 am  Bridget & Katie Schneider  

  

MUSICIANS  
   

  6:00 pm     Sharon Spencer 

  8:00 am     Sr. Anita & Steven 

  9:30 am     Toni Schneider & Valerie Wecker 

11:00 am      Contemporary 
   

LECTORS 
  

 

[1st Reading Is 55:  6-9;  Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18 
2nd Reading, Phil 1:20-24, 27; Gospel, Mt 20:1-16] 

  6:00 pm Maureen Shoemaker   

  8:00 am Deb Ludemann 

  9:30 am Jennie Schneider  

11:00 am Steve Bahrij 

  

EMHCôs  
 

  6:00 pm       Hayden Schneider, Avery Schneider, Sarah Spencer, 

 Jim Welsh, Dian Edwards 

  8:00 am       Donna Kruse, Cameron/Jill Everitt, Rod & Joni Isom, 

 Maurice Koenig  

  9:30 am       Nancy Berg, McKenzie Connot, Molly Gallagher,   

 Mel & Camille Ohri 

11:00 am       Roger & Pauline Waldo, Tanner Timmerman,  

  Josh Tomjack, McKena Ludemann      

                                                  

USHERS 
 

 6:00 pm       Al Conway, Don Duffy, Jim Gallagher, Bill Pribil 

 8:00 am        Lew Pierson, Dennis Schneider, Joe Fuhrer,  

 Hugh Shoemaker 

 9:30 am        John Harvey, Kyle Kramer, Charles Vandersnick,  

  Jim Sullivan 

11:00 am       Don Gartner, Mike Pardun, Greg Appleby, Mike Parks 
 

GREETERS  

6:00 pm           Carol & Jim Sibbel 

8:00 am  Harold Parks & Jack Hollenbeck 

9:30 am          Sharon Spangler & Ann Keller 

11:00 am  Kevin Loecker Family 
 

Vocation Cross & Prayer: John & Kris Harvey & Family 

Parish Schedules  

~ Servers for Daily Mass ~ 
 

 

Mon.  Sept 15     7:00 am Amy & Rachel Schmitz 

Tues.  Sept 16  7:00 am Emily & Jessica Pongratz 
Wed.  Sept 17       7:00 am Krissy & Allison Krotter 
Thur.  Sept 18 7:00 am Sydney & Wil Hupp 

Fri.     Sept 19    7:00 am Kaylee & Anthony Harvey 

Sat.     Sept 20 8:00 am  Emily & Ashley Everitt   

 

 Mass Schedule & Intentions  

Monday, Sept 15-Our Lady of Sorrows 

        7:00 am + C.L. & Mary Haselhorst  

Tuesday, Sept 16-Cornelius & Cyprian 
 7:00 am + Ed Babl  

Wednesday, Sept 17 ïBellermine 

 7:00 am     + Ernst Tharnish 

 8:10 am Int. Army Natôl Guard  

Thursday, Sept 18 

 7:00 am  + Walter Donohoe 

 8:10 am + Pat McKinnon  

 4:00 pm     + Eugene Sobotka  

Friday, Sept 19ïJanuarius 

 7:00 am Int. Pat Gallagher 

 8:10 am Int. Matt & Ranell Otte & Family  

Saturday, Sept 20-Taegon, Hasang, & companions 
 8:00 am Int. Army Natôl Guard  

 6:00 pm Parish Family 

Sunday, Sept 21 

 8:00 am + Jeanne Gonderinger 

 9:30 am + Don Vandersnick  

     11:00 am     + Mary Van Every 

 

 Monday, Sept 15 
 1:00 pm Legion of Mary 

 7:00 pm New Lector, EMHC Training 

Tuesday, Sept 16 

  10:00 am Bible Study @ Sr. Miriamôs 

 1:00 pm  Legion of Mary 

 7:00 pm Boy Scout Leader Mtg. ïPC 

 Wednesday, Sept 17 

 School Dismiss 2:15  

 8:10 am Grade School Mass 

 12:00 pm    Confessions 

 1:00 pm Kraft Korner 

 7:00 pm RE & Youth Group 

 7:00 pm Adult Bible Video Series 

 8:00 pm Bingo @ KC Hall 

  Thursday, Sept 18 

 8:10 am JH/HS Mass 

 4:00 pm Nursing Home Mass 

  Friday, Sept 19 

 8:10 am GS Mass 

  Saturday, Sept 20 

 2:00 pm Sr. Miriamôs 65th Jubilee Mass 

  Sunday, Sept 21 

 9:30 am Menôs Scripture Study-PC 

 RCIA 

 

 

 

   
Upcoming Week  



 

  
 

 

 

Parish, School & Community News  

Envelope Collection Received this Week    12,883.70 
Plate (Without Envelope) 325.00 

Total Collection for the week   13,208.70  

Weekly Collection needed to meet Budget       11,250.00 

Sunday Giving Over Pledged Amount  1,958.70 

  
 

Total Sunday Giving Under (since 7/1/08)    (-15,275.63) 
 

** Includes some  monthly/quarterly pledged amounts and generosity beyond pledged amounts.     

Sacrificial Sunday Giving for 9/7/08 
ñGive to the Most High as He has given to you, generously,  

  Please Pray for the Sick  
Pam Reiser, Fritz Zakrzewski, Susan     

Sutton, Barbara Birmingham and all those 

with long term illness. 

*Server, EMHC, Lectors, Musicians, Ushers & Greeters  

Schedules On ïLine 
Http://www.esu8.org/~stmarys/school.html 

Click on Liturgical Ministers  

 

  

 National 40 Days for Life Campaign  
The campaign has been responsible for reinvigorating pro-life 

groups nationwide, starting new ones, and increasing the    

presence at local abortion businesses. 
 

September 24 through November 2 
 

 

The community-based event features 40 days of prayer and 

fasting, round-the-clock peaceful vigil outside an abortion     

facility and grassroots educational outreach. 
 

Our Part  
 

We can join this campaign with  fasting and praying the rosary 

for forty days to end abortion.  Mark the date on your calendar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are ñcalled to proclaim the gift of life, to serve life, 

and to promote a culture of life. ...The proclamation of 

life, life in abundance, must be the heart of the new 

evangelization.ò 
Pope Benedict XVI, Saint Patrickôs Cathedral, 2008 

Where Do the Candidates Stand 

on Life? 
If you would like to be an informed voter 

we have a brochure from the National 

Right to Life Committee which shows the 

candidates views on Right to Life issues.  

Stop in or call the parish office for a copy. 

Parish Directories 
With the completion of renovations to the 

church and school our parish directory can 

now be assembled.  Thank you for your 

patience, they will be available later this 

fall. 

Religious Education 
RE classes will be held Wednesday,   

Sept. 17 at 7 pm in the St. Maryôs grade 

school.  ñThe Great Adventure Bible     

Seriesò for adults is also Weds. @ 7 pm in 

the grade school. 

Sr. Miriamôs Anniversary 
Sister Miriam Rubel, OSF will celebrate 

the 65th anniversary of her profession as a  

Franciscan Sister on Saturday, Sept. 20 

with a Mass at St. Patrickôs Church at       

2 pm followed by a reception in the Parish 

Center.  The Catholic Daughters and    

Franciscan Associates will be the honor 

guard in the church.  All are welcome.  

OACCW Convention 
The Omaha Archdiocese Council of 

Catholic Women are having their Fall 

Convention in Columbus on Sept. 15.   



 

 

 
 
 

 

    

 

     Sunday Stewardship 
 Last Weekôs Collection ( 9-7-08)           222.00 

 Budget per week                    346.00  

 Actual since 07/01/08                    3,216.32 

 Projected                                      3,460.00 

 Under projected giving                     (-243.68) 

          Mass Schedule 
   

  Sunday, September 21 -   10:15 am 

  Saturday, September 27 -     8:00 pm 

Liturgical Ministers  
                

Sunday, September 21 -10:15 amðInt. Army Natôl Guard 
  

    Lector:     Jean Waldo 

   EMHCs:   Lee Tomjack, Deb & JoLynn Cameron 

    Offering:   Mrs. Michele Jarman 

    Servers:    Kyle Carr & Dan Doolittle 

    Cleaning:   Michelle Tomjack  

    Vocation Cross: Mrs. Michele Jarman 

Blood Drive 
The Siouxland Blood Bank will be in OôNeill 

on Monday, Sept. 22 from 12 pm-6 pm at Avera 

St. Anthonyôs Hospital.  As the sole supplier of 

blood products to this hospital, we are asking 

you to support your local blood supply! 

Benefit Supper 
There will be a benefit Spaghetti Supper for the 

granddaughter of Marv & Blanche Ziska at the 

KC hall from 5-7 pm on Sept. 14.  Letôs      

support our fellow parishioners in their need. 

Parish, School & Community News  

Prayer  Chain 
We are looking for a parishioner to head the 

prayer chain.  You would receive the calls that 

come in regarding those who are ill and need to 

be prayed for and then start the chain.  If you 

could help us it would be greatly appreciated, 

please call 336-1602. 

Please call the Parish Center if you are ill or if 

you know someone who is ill, and would like 

them to be mentioned in the bulletin so the 

church family can pray for them.   

Crafts for Shut-ins 
Crafts will be held on Thursday the 18th of 

September at 1:30 pm in the Parish Center.  

Please bring glue guns. 

 

 

. 
St. MARYôS PRESCHOOL  

St. Maryôs Preschool provides an oppor-

tunity for your child to grow spiritually, 

socially,   intellectually, and emotionally. 

Programs are offered for children ages 

3ð5, by a Certified Teacher.  To enroll 

your child or to receive more informa-

tion, please call  Laurie Morrow at 394-

 

 

 

Three sessions are available:     

Sunday Evenings at 7 pm, October 12, 19, 26  
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Study materials are recommended and can be ordered by     

calling Georgia at 336-1602.. 
 
 

� Ígnorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.  -St. Jerome  

You are invited to join a Catholic Bible Study group led 

by Fr. Jeff Lorig based on the series: 

Ladies Spirituality  
What do you see when you look at 

this picture? 

 

This icon might seem like an unusual portrayal 

of Mary and Jesus, but it is loaded with a  

beautiful spiritual message. Ladies Spirituality 

will meet Tuesday, September 16, at Jane     

Reimanôs home. We will discuss the icon Our 

Lady of Perpetual Help. We will meet at 9:30, 

prayer will be at 9:45 and we will get our     

discussion going by 10:00. Bring the kids and/

or a friend. Coffee provided. 


