
 

 

Fr. Francis Nigli, Pastor 
Contact 336-1602, ext. 257 

Fr. Paul Hoesing, Assistant Pastor 
Contact 336-1602, ext. 258 

MASS (St. Patrickôs) 
 Monday through Friday:  7 am 

ROSARY before weekday mass 

Saturday Morning:  8 am; Saturday Evening Vigil:  6 pm 

Sunday Morning:  8 am; 9:30; 11 am 

St. Joseph, Amelia ï Sunday Morning:  10:15 am 

RECONCILIATION  
 Wednesday ï Noon; Saturday ï 4:30 pm 

EMERGENCY/SURGERY/DEATH  
 For the Sacrament of the Sick call 336-1602 

PARISH STAFF 
Business Manager  

Alice Marx, ext. 253 

Liturgist  

 Steven Binkerd, ext. 263 

Stewardship & Development 

  Dorothy Tomjack, ext. 254 

Buildings & Maintenance Supervisors 

  Clark Gaughenbaugh & Clint Morrill 

Community Service Coordinator 

 Doris Filips, ext. 262 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION  
St. Maryôs Grade School  336-2664  

St. Maryôs High School  336-4455 

 Norman Hale, Principal , ext. 221 

 Religious Education Director 

 Georgia Blumenstock, ext. 261 

K-8 Religious Ed. Classes 

Youth Ministry  (Grades 9-12) 

First Communion/ First Reconciliation 

Confirmation   (TWO years preparation) 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
St. Patrickôs and St. Josephôs welcome you and invite you to register at 

the Parish Office, to become active in our parish family and to enroll 

your children in St. Maryôs, our Parish schools. Call 336-1602. 

MARRIAGE  
The Archdiocese requires registration, six months prior to marriage, 

to complete all the formalities and programs associated with marriage 

preparation. Call the parish office at 336-1602 before you set a date. 

DISCERNING A VOCATION to:  
Priesthood/Sister/Nun/ Brother/Monk ï Call Vocations  

Office: 402-558-3100 or 1-888-303-2484 

St. Patrickôs Catholic 

Church 
301 East Adams St.  ~  OõNeill, NE 68763 

402 -336 -1602  ~  Fax 402 -336 -1533  
E-mail:  patricks@morcomm.net  

 
 

St. Josephôs Catholic 



 

HELP! IõM STUCK IN SIN! 
     GRACE IS NOT EFFECTIVE!  

 

The Prophet Isaiah in our first reading this weekend tells us, ñSeek 

the Lord while He may be found, call Him while He is near ... turn to 

the Lord for mercy.ò (Isaiah 55:6ff)  Many a soul has told me that 

they have tried but grace seems to be totally ineffective and they go 

right back to their ópetô sin. So whatôs the problem? Why do some 

say that Godôs grace is amazing and that they have been freed from 

the chains of sin and their slavery to Satan and others do not? 
 

Saint Paul (1 Corinthians 15:1-11) gives us a clue, ñIt is in the Gospel 

preached that we are saved, IF we hold fast to the Word... then His 
grace will be effective.ò   Perhaps some do not truly hold onto Godôs 

saving Word for dear life and salvation but only listen                  

half-heartedly to the Gospel message preached, as if it did not apply 

to them. Or maybe the problem of ineffective grace stems from 

Saint Matthewôs account of the Pharisee and the sinful woman. 
 

The scene is simple. A Pharisee invites Jesus to his home for dinner 

along with other guests.  He does not offer the customary hospitality 

to have  Jesusô feet washed with water, nor greet Him with a kiss 

nor anoint Him with oil. But the uninvited sinful woman fell at   

Jesusô feet washed His feet with her tears, dried them with her hair, 

anointed them with perfumed ointment and never stopped kissing 

His feet. To the sinful woman grace was immediately offered and 

was effective immediately. Why? Because the sinful woman          

unabashedly sought Jesus out, displayed her need for Jesus,       

humbled herself to receive His merciful grace and demonstrated the 

depth of her love for Him.  
 

The Pharisee only put on outward appearances of love for Jesus but 

showed no real need for Jesusô grace in his life. So even though   

Jesus was fully present to him, and he gathered at table and ate 

with Jesus and heard His Word preached he received no grace.  

Grace was ineffective because he loved himself more than Jesus! He 

loved the ógood-guy charadeô more than salvation itself.  If we are 

stuck in sin and grace seems ineffective perhaps we love our sin 

more than Jesus. 
 

      
 
D ILOGUE - & FEAST ABUNDANTLY on CATHOLIC THEOLOGY &  SCRITURE 

Ponder  

       D - FAC  s . . .  

September 21, 2008  
     Twenty fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
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Itôs not fair.  Jesus responds to His apostleôs question, ñLo, we have left everything and followed you. What 

then shall we have?ò  Jesus tells them, ñEveryone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 

mother or children or lands, for My sake will receive a hundredfold & eternal life. And many who are first 

will be last and the last first.ò  

 
Seeing their confused expressions, Jesus explains the heart of God and the ways of God with a parable. In it 

He narrates that the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out at dawn and seeing some laborers 

without a job offered employment for the usual daily wage to them. Then he did the same for others every 

three hours through the day, offering work in his vineyard for the usual daily wage. When day was done 

and the laborers all lined up for their wage the ones who came last, who worked a mere hour, were paid the 

same wage as the ones who came at dawn and worked the whole day. Unfair, you say. Unjust, you say.   

Jesus would explain there is neither unfairness nor any injustice in the illustration for each accepted the 

work on the terms of the landowner who decided to give to each of them the same daily wage. Whatôs     

going on here? 

 
The way God thinks and works is not with the limited, narrow-minded, myopic vision of humans. Our scale 

of reference is óan eye for an eyeô or óI, me and myself firstô or ówhatôs the most in it for meô. Jesus explains 

the gratuitous, benevolent and abundant generosity and goodness of God.  The Lord wants all to be a part of 

His kingdom, all to be worthy laborers in His vineyard and all to have the opportunity to receive the same 

reward, - the eternal gifts and joys of heaven. The ones first called were the Jewish people, but then the 

Lord Jesus opened the doors for the late-comers, the Gentiles or the non-believers to have the same         

opportunity to work in His kingdom and to be heirs of the eternal kingdom. Whether Jew or Gentile, male 

or female, white or black, the gift of heaven is a matter of a free gift, unmerited and owed to no one.  

 
The issue is not whether we are called in the first hour or the eleventh or the last hour. The issue is whether 

we recognize our privilege of being called at all! The issue is whether we who receive the call to salvation 

from the Lord, embrace the opportunity to work in His kingdom with gratitude and whether with grateful 

hearts we labor and offer praise and thanks to God for the gift offered that none of us are worthy of claim 

on our own merit.  

 
There are many who perhaps because of where they stand in the eyes of the world, or because of fame or 

fortune or worldly glitter, glamour and circumstance may believe that they are first in Godôs eyes. The 

Lordôs invitation to be a laborer in His kingdom may have no appeal to them whatsoever and thus may be 

rejected or ignored until too late. The Lord came to call all. Let us pray that we who say óyesô to working in 

the Lordôs kingdom may do so tirelessly and joyfully with gratitude to Him who called. 

 

Whatôs Going On Here ... ?!  



 

 

               ~ Weekend of September 27 & 28 ~ 
 

 

SERVERS 
 

   6:00 pm Brittany & Jacob Soukup 

   8:00 am Mackenzie & Michael Wecker  

   9:30 am Alyssa & Makayla Wiese  

 11:00 am  Jared Tomjack & Sarah Vandersnick  

  

MUSICIANS  
   

  6:00 pm     Guitar 

  8:00 am     Sr. Anita & Steven 

  9:30 am     Susie Kramer & Kay Stepp 

11:00 am      Toni Schneider & Keith Willis 
   

LECTORS 
  

 

[1st Reading Ez 18:25-28;  Ps 125:4-9 
2nd Reading, Phil 2:1-11; Gospel, Mt 21:28-32] 

  6:00 pm Kelsey Isom   

  8:00 am Cathy Ascherl 

  9:30 am Dian Edwards  

11:00 am Brad Blumenstock 

  

EMHCôs  
 

  6:00 pm       Brigette Ascherl, Cindy & Gene Soukup,  

 Dorothy Welsh, Bill Bauer 

  8:00 am       Janette Asher, Colleen Eby, Lucille Dufek,  

 Mardell Shoemaker, Dana Wecker 

  9:30 am       Mary Jo Closson, Doris Filips, Norm Hale,  

 Onie Walters, Rosemary Workman 

11:00 am       Drew Davis, Clark Gaughenbaugh, Lawrence Reiman,  

  Kelli Tomjack, Carole Willis     

                                                  

USHERS 
 

 6:00 pm       Al Conway, Don Duffy, Jim Gallagher, Bill Pribil 

 8:00 am        Lew Pierson, Dennis Schneider, Joe Fuhrer,  

 Hugh Shoemaker 

 9:30 am        John Harvey, Kyle Kramer, Charles Vandersnick,  

  Jim Sullivan 

11:00 am       Don Gartner, Mike Pardun, Greg Appleby, Mike Parks 
 

GREETERS  

6:00 pm           Janice & Duane Vosler 

8:00 am  Nick & Kathy Hostert 

9:30 am          Bernadine & Bob Walnofer 

11:00 am  Frosty & Melanie Peetz 
 

Vocation Cross & Prayer: Bill & Jean Jeffrey 

Parish Schedules  

~ Servers for Daily Mass ~ 
 

 

Mon.  Sept 22     7:00 am Marcus & Ryan Schneider 

Tues.  Sept 23  7:00 am Megan & Bridget Schneider 
Wed.  Sept 24       7:00 am Jacob & Carissa Soukup 
Thur.  Sept 25 7:00 am Riley & Tait Sibbel 

Fri.     Sept 26    7:00 am Kyle & Luke Loecker 

Sat.     Sept 27 8:00 am  Aaron Ohri & Jacob Petersen   

 

 Mass Schedule & Intentions  

Monday, Sept 22 

        7:00 am + Tom Reimers  

Tuesday, Sept 23-Pio 
 7:00 am + David Petersen  

Wednesday, Sept 24  

 7:00 am     + James Meisinger 

 8:10 am Int. Ed & Arlene Steffen 

Thursday, Sept 25 

 7:00 am  + Ed Conway 

 8:10 am + Toney Connot  

 4:00 pm     Int. Catholic Daughters  

Friday, Sept 26ïCosmas & Damian 

 7:00 am + Millie Olberding 

 8:10 am Int. Eric & Kate Popke & Family  

Saturday, Sept 27-Vincent de Paul 
 8:00 am + Bob Lowery  

 6:00 pm + Rosalie Warnke 

Sunday, Sept 28 

 8:00 am Parish Family 

 9:30 am + Anna & Walter Summerer  

     11:00 am     + Helen Reimer 

 

 Monday, Sept 22 
 1:00 pm Legion of Mary 

 8:30 am Jrs. County Govôt.  Day 

Tuesday, Sept 23 

  10:00 am Bible Study @ Sr. Miriamôs 

 1:00 pm  Legion of Mary 

 Wednesday, Sept 24 

 8:10 am Grade School Mass 

 12:00 pm    Confessions 

 1:00 pm Kraft Korner 

 7:00 pm RE & Youth Group 

 8:00 pm Bingo @ KC Hall 

  Thursday, Sept 25 

 8:10 am JH/HS Mass 

 4:00 pm Nursing Home Mass 

 5:30 pm Parish Council Mtg. 

 6:30 pm Financial Council Mtg. 

  Friday, Sept 26 

 8:10 am GS Mass 

  Saturday, Sept 27 

 Amelia Pro-Life Video 

  Sunday, Sept 28 

 9:30 am Menôs Scripture Study-PC 

 RCIA 

 
Upcoming Week  

Thus, the first shall be last 
and  

the last shall be first.  



Parish, School & Community News  

Envelope Collection Received this Week    9,675.30 
Plate (Without Envelope) 340.00 

Total Collection for the week   10,015.30  

Weekly Collection needed to meet Budget       11,250.00 

Sunday Giving Over Pledged Amount  1,23470 

  
 

Total Sunday Giving Under (since 7/1/08)    (-16,510.33) 
 

** Includes some  monthly/quarterly pledged amounts and generosity beyond pledged amounts.     

Sacrificial Sunday Giving for 9/14/08 
ñGive to the Most High as He has given to you, generously,  

*Server, EMHC, Lectors, Musicians, Ushers & Greeters  

Schedules On ïLine 
Http://www.esu8.org/~stmarys/school.html 

Click on Liturgical Ministers  

 

 National 40 Days for Life Campaign  
The campaign has been responsible for reinvigorating pro-life 

groups nationwide, starting new ones, and increasing the    

presence at local abortion businesses. 
 

September 24 through November 2 
 

 

The community-based event features 40 days of prayer and 

fasting, round-the-clock peaceful vigil outside an abortion     

facility and grassroots educational outreach. 
 

Our Part  
 

We can join this campaign with  fasting and praying the rosary 

for forty days to end abortion.  Mark the date on your calendar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are ñcalled to proclaim the gift of life, to serve life, 

and to promote a culture of life. ...The proclamation of 

life, life in abundance, must be the heart of the new 

evangelization.ò 
Pope Benedict XVI, Saint Patrickôs Cathedral, 2008 

 

  
 

 

 

  Please Pray for the Sick  
Pam Reiser, Fritz Zakrzewski, Susan     

Sutton, Barbara Birmingham and all those 

with long term illness. 

 Thank You 

St. Patrickôs Altar Society would like to 

thank the Knights of Columbus for    

allowing us to use the hall to serve    

funeral dinners during the last year.  

Also for the use of the hall for our    

rummage sale. 

Where Do the Candidates Stand 

on Life? 
If you would like to be an informed voter 

we have a brochure from the National 

Right to Life Committee which shows the 

candidates views on Right to Life issues.  

Stop in or call the parish office for a copy. 

Parish Directories 
With the completion of renovations to the 

church and school our parish directory can 

now be assembled.  Thank you for your 

patience, they will be available later this 

fall. 

Religious Education 
RE classes will be held Wednesday,   

Sept. 24 at 7 pm in the St. Maryôs grade 

school.  There will be Mass.   The next 

ñThe Great Adventure Bible Seriesò for 

adults is October 1. 

Parish Fall Dinner 
The Fall Dinner is now rescheduled for     

October 12.  Please mark this change on 

your calendar and plan to attend. 



 

 

 
 
 

 

    

 

     Sunday Stewardship 
 Last Weekôs Collection ( 9-14-08)       376.00 

 Budget per week                    346.00  

 Actual since 07/01/08                    3,592.32 

 Projected                                      3,806.00 

 Under projected giving                     (-213.68) 

          Mass Schedule 
  Saturday, September 27 -     8:00 pm 

  Sunday, October 5-       10:15 am 

  Sunday, October12-      10:15 am 

Liturgical Ministers  
                

Sunday, September 28 -10:15 amðInt. Army Natôl Guard 
  

    Lector:     Mary Jo Doolittle 

   EMHCs:   Ann & Zach DeVries, Mary Jo Doolittle 

    Offering:   Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Knox 

    Servers:    Brooke Barelman & McKenzie Dexter 

    Cleaning:   Jill Tomjack  

    Vocation Cross: Mr. & Mrs. Melvin Knox 

Blood Drive 
The Siouxland Blood Bank will be in OôNeill 

on Monday, Sept. 22 from 12 pm-6 pm at Avera 

St. Anthonyôs Hospital.   

Parish, School & Community News  

 

 

. 
St. MARYôS PRESCHOOL  

St. Maryôs Preschool provides an oppor-

tunity for your child to grow spiritually, 

socially,   intellectually, and emotionally. 

Programs are offered for children ages 

3ð5, by a Certified Teacher.  To enroll 

your child or to receive more informa-

tion, please call  Laurie Morrow at 394-

 

 

 

Three sessions are available:     

Sunday Evenings at 7 pm, October 12, 19, 26  
 

Come and Learn more about Godõs marvelous plan of salvation 

history and see how their story fits into òHis storyó. 
 

Study materials are recommended and can be ordered by     

calling Georgia at 336-1602.. 
 
 

òIgnorance of Scripture is ignorance of Christ.  -St. Jerome  

You are invited to join a Catholic Bible Study group led 

by Fr. Jeff Lorig based on the series: 

Life Chain 
 
 

 

Sunday, October 5 

Along Douglas Street 

Registration 1:30 pm @ SM Grade School 

Chain from 2:00-3:00 pm 

Let your light shine for all the world to see!  

2009 Archdiocese of Omaha Youth 

Pilgrimage to the March for Life 

Youth in high school or equivalent ages are   

invited  to attend the Youth Pilgrimage to the 

March for  Life  departing  in  the  evening  of 

Tuesday, Jan. 20, 2009 and returning in the   

evening of Sunday, Jan. 25, 2009.  Cost is $350 

and includes 3 nights hotel lodging (with           

roommates), transportation by bus, souvenir hat 

and  t-shirt, museum and holy site entrance fees 

and offerings, and some meals.  Attend the    

National Pro-Life Youth Rally and Mass, the 

March for Life, visit congressional leaders, the 

Holocaust Museum, the Basilica of the          

Immaculate Conception, the Shrines of St. 

Elizabeth Ann Seton, St. John Neumann, and 

St. Katherine Drexel, historical sites in      

Philadelphia and D.C. and much, much more!   
  

  

Domestic Violence 
October is Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month.  Bright Horizons provides free services 

at 336-1774 or 379-2026. 

Registration begins on-line at 

 ww.respectlifeomaha.com 

 September 20and ends Nov. 12, 2008 

Contact Fr. Cook, Archdiocesan 

Pro-Life Director, at 

djcook@archomaha.org or 402-341-4560 


