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Flash Flooding Shortens 30th Annual ESU 8
Academic Quiz Bowl
The first events hosted in the newly renovated Educational
Service Unit 8 facility in Neligh were the Quiz Bowls for
grades 6-8 on Tuesday, March 12 and for grades 9-12 on
Wednesday, March 13, 2019.
Twenty-six (26) Junior High teams were registered for the
double-elimination Quiz Bowl. The Champion was Christ
Lutheran of Norfolk (pictured top right), coached by Susan
Harstad. The Runner-up was Norfolk Junior High
(pictured middle right), coached by Nancy Boche. Third
Place was Norfolk Catholic (pictured lower right), coached
by Paul Sok.
There were 23 teams in the fateful March 13 Senior High
Quiz Bowl. Temperatures were high enough to prevent the
snow and ice problems of 2018, but not to prevent melting,
raining and flash-flooding.
All the Senior High teams competed once or twice before it
was necessary to cancel the competition so all teams could
try to return home before more roads were covered with
water. Eight teams remained undefeated after the 16th
match: O’Neill St. Mary’s, Stuart, Stanton, Norfolk
Catholic, Battle Creek, Clearwater, Madison, and
O’Neill.
Following a random selection from these eight teams,
Clearwater and Battle Creek will represent ESU 8 in the
Nebraska State ESU Senior High Academic Quiz Bowl on
Wednesday, April 24th at the Nebraska Prairie Museum in
Holdrege.
Good luck to Clearwater and Battle Creek!

ESU 8 Easter Break
ESU 8 offices will be closed for Easter Break on Friday, April 19th
and Monday, April 22nd.
If you need any media or kits those days, please contact Linda
Thompson (lmmiller@esu8.org) in advance so they can be delivered
the Tuesday or Thursday before.
Thank you!

ESU 8 K-12 Art Show
April’s
Wednesday
Webinars
April 3rd
Science CCC –
Stability& Change
by Heidi Rethmeier
April 10th
Google Keep
by Tina Sauser
April 17th
New Google Sites
by Tina Sauser

This year, the Elementary Spring Art Festival and the High School
Art Show are being combined. They are being held at the Antelope
County Fair Grounds building again this year.
The entire K-12 Art Show will be open to the public from Friday,
April 12 through Sunday, April 14. The high school critique will be
held on Monday, April 15.
Please contact Steph Wanek (swanek@esu8.org) or Bev Tillema
(btillema@esu8.org) at 402.887.5041 if you have questions or concerns.

Administrative Assembly
Thursday, April 25th
ESU 8 Main Office in Neligh
This is the final meeting of the ESU 8 Administrative
Assembly for the 2018-19 school year.
Please register by Tuesday, April 23, 2019.

April 24th
Nebraska Transition
Conference
by Tammy Cheatum

If you have questions about this event, you may contact Bill Mowinkel or
Jill Bates.

Family Community
Engagement Meeting
Thursday, April 18 ⋅ 10:00am – 2:00pm
This meeting will be led by Kim Larson from
NDE. School personnel, family members and
community members will discuss current and
future education collaboration.
Registration is being taken by Steph Wanek.
Simply email her at swanek@esu8.org by
April 14th.
Steph is also the contact for this event, so if
you have questions please email her at the
above address.

Constructing Learning: Come
Fill Your Toolbox!
It’s time for another year of STI! …
Wednesday and Thursday, May 29th and 30th.
This year’s theme focuses on constructing the
perfect classroom tech toolbox. Find out more
about the conference by visiting
.

Nebraska Might Not Be For Everybody But
Zoom Sure Is!
If you work in the education world you
have probably heard of Zoom already
but the real question is whether it is a
noun or a verb? Well it is both! Zoom
is a company that is leading the
industry in video conferencing.
However, as individuals, we commonly use
the verb form as in, “Let’s just zoom in an
hour to figure that out.”
Zoom is an application that allows you to
virtually connect to anyone who has internet
and a device. You can use a computer, iPad
or phone to make the connection. There is
video, audio and chat features.
If a student or teacher cannot be at school for
some reason whether it be because of
flooding, health reasons, travel restrictions,

schedules or activities, no matter what the
reason, they can join the class just like
they were physically there by using
Zoom. Here at ESU 8 we have saved a
great amount of dollars in travel by
conducting many of our meetings over
Zoom.
Zoom also is a great way to connect your
classroom to outside experts, museums,
authors, or other educational content providers.
This is a great way to spark excitement and
engagement for your content! We call these
connections virtual field trips or VFTs.
If you can see a way you could use Zoom in your
classroom or want a list of content providers,
please contact Molly Aschoff at
maschoff@esu8.org for more information.

April is School Library Month!
Every year, the American Association of School Librarians celebrates School Library Month in
April. This year’s theme is Everyone Belongs @ Your School Library and the 2019 spokesperson
is Dav Pilkey.
Every April, school librarians are encouraged to host activities to help their school and local
community celebrate the essential role that strong school library programs play in transforming
learning.
Visit the American Library Association’s toolkit page for resources and ideas:
http://www.ala.org/aasl/advocacy/tools/toolkits

2018 ESU 8
Employee of the
Year Nominations
Each year ESU 8 honors one of its
employees as “Employee of the Year.” We
would like your help in selecting this year’s
recipient.
If you know an ESU 8 employee that you
feel is deserving of this award, please
nominate that individual. Simply email
your nomination and reasons for the
nomination to Bill Mowinkel, ESU 8
Administrator, at bmowinkel@esu8.org.
The Employee of the Year will be selected
from your nominations. Please email your
nomination to Mr. Mowinkel by April
26th.
Thank you so much for your help!

Previous ESU 8 Employees
of the Year
Some of the previous recipients include:
2013: Corey Dahl, Technology Instructor and
Randy Peck, Administrator
2014: Diane Dziowgo, Early Childhood
Special Education Teacher
2015: Gwen Kinney, School Nurse
2016: Heidi Rethmeier, Staff Developer
2017: Molly Aschoff, Digital Learning
Coordinator
2018: Steph Wanek, Staff Developer

